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Planet earth isn’t getting any bigger, but its population is. 

And whereas most of us used to live in rural areas, this is 

no longer the case. Dramatic demographic shifts mean that 

towns and cities now provide the majority of the homes 

across our world. 

This massively significant change in living and working 

patterns inevitably means there’s less spreading out and 

more squeezing in. Because most of us now reside in urban 

rather than country areas, the ratio of people per square 

mile/km of urban space is getting higher by the day. Yet 

we still - in greater numbers than ever - want our much 

loved motor cars. And surprise, surprise, the global motor 

industry is just about keeping up with consumer demand 

across the globe. 

The figures are impressive but at the same time a little 

scary. It took the world’s manufacturers a century to grow 

annual vehicle production from 0-60 million. But it has 

taken only the last six years for that 60 million per annum 

figure to rise by almost 50 per cent to nearer 90 million pa.  

Back in 2009 the car and truck/pick-up/SUV business 

produced 61.6 million vehicles during that year. Yet in 2015, 

90.6 million were made! And although this represents 

impressive and hugely efficient growth of (47 per cent-

plus) over a mere 72 months, production volumes will need 

to be ramped up again in order to supply the cars that the 

working, increasingly wealthy town and city-living peoples 

of the world wish to buy, lease or rent.

 

The truth is that the global motor industry is merely 

scratching the surface when building less than 100 million 

vehicles annually for a population that currently stands at 

around 7.4 billion but is expected to reach 9 billion-plus by 

2050 - with the majority of citizens cum drivers cum car 

users living in packed town and cities, don’t forget.

The author driving a potential winner of World Urban Car
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Such places and their residents need more suitable, 

appropriately-sized, fit for purpose vehicles. Some 

additional roads, bridges and tunnels will be built, but not 

nearly enough to cope with the imminent increase in car 

ownership or usership. In short, many more town and city 

drivers will be fighting for less road space... never mind 

parking bays. 

And that’s why smaller, smarter designed, built for purpose 

vehicles will become the biggest sellers on the planet. 

And that, in turn, is why we at the World Car Awards are 

urging manufacturers to think more seriously about such 

cars. If they’re already building and selling state of the 

art examples made to the highest standards but at the 

right retail prices, nominations for the 2017 World Urban 

Car award are being sought from today - press day at the 

reborn London Motor Show, which the World Car Awards is 

delighted to be part of (come visit us on stand A7 in Hall 2). 

World Urban Car contenders can’t be large. But they don’t 

necessarily need to be that small. If a manufacturer is 

clever enough to design and build a one or two metre, one 

or two seater car for urbanites, that’s fine. But multi-seat, 

multi-purpose cars that are approximately 4 metres long 

may be equally likely to win the inaugural World Urban Car 

trophy. 

World Car Awards Chairman Peter Lyon sums up the 

situation perfectly when he says: 

“Our newly created award will give jurors a chance to 

evaluate and vote on a small vehicle category that is 

becoming far more prevalent across the globe and 

resonates with countless millions of motorists. The award’s 

time has come of age.”

He’s not wrong.  

World Urban Cars of the future? Clockwise: Concepts from Toyota 
and Nissan, and a Rutherford-designed urban car of the future

WCA FACTFILE

Name of new award:

World Urban Car 

Reason for its introduction: 

With more than 50 per cent of the world’s population 

now living in towns and cites, and that figure expected 

to increase in the years ahead, urban cars are the 

future

Qualification criteria: 

Small (between appx 1-4m); clean; green; safe; quiet; 

flexible; fun; driver, pedestrian and cyclist friendly; 

affordable; comfy; capable of motorway speeds when 

being driven outside urban areas; able to fit in the 

narrowest of driving lanes and the tightest of parking 

spaces above or below ground... or even on the side of 

apartments and offices   

Qualification period for the inaugural World Urban 

Car Award: 

Vehicles that are (or will be) on sale, in the showrooms 

on at least two continents by Spring 2017  
Unfit for purpose urban roads need fit for purpose urban cars - 
which are predicted to become the biggest sellers
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HOW THE URBAN CAR 
CAN HELP SAVE MY CITY

B Y  M I K E  R U T H E R F O R D ,  D I R E C T O R  A N D  V I C E - C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

London has an enviable reputation for being one of the 

world’s greatest and most attractive cities. 

But it suffers - and then some - from a self-inflicted 

condition that brings daily misery to many if not most of 

the residents in and around the capital of England. 

The huge, horribly inconvenient and heinously expensive 

problem for the 15 million permanent residents of 

Metropolitan London, plus its millions of short-term or 

long term visitors, is... traffic congestion. 

Undoubtedly it’s getting worse not better, as the population 

grows and car ownership increases. Yet new highways, 

tunnels or bridges for those cars are very rarely built. This 

despite the fact that the London-based UK Government 

enjoys a weekly gross profit of £1 billion-plus ($1.5 billion-

plus) from British drivers, the overwhelming majority of 

them car owners/users.

Astonishingly, the available space for these private 

motorists is shrinking due to a colossal increase in 

dedicated bus and cycle lanes, the permanent closure of 

some important through routes, or the conversion of what 

were once important streets into pedestrian-only zones - 

some of them now covered in grass.

Road congestion data for the world’s biggest cities is 

essential and should surely be the responsibility of national 

or local governments. But increasingly it seems they tend 

to leave such research to commercial organisations who 

adopt widely different methods when monitoring the parts 

of the world with the biggest jams, lowest speeds and 

highest number of wasted hours behind the wheel. 

Central London is among the biggest offenders on the 

planet for bottlenecks, snarl-ups and overcrowding on 

the roads. During the rush hours no other city in Western 

Europe suffers the same degree of congestion and wasted 

time affecting so many people. And it could even be argued 

that the road ‘system’ in this small but important part of 

Britain is the worst in Western Europe and North America. 

Transport for London has admitted that average traffic 

speeds are lower than 9mph - about the same as a horse 

drawn carriage, or a chicken on the run. 

And Inrix recently reported that in what it described as 

hours wasted each year in the London commute zone, the 

region is number one on the list of shame, thereby making 

it considerably worse than the like of Los Angeles and 

Paris. London congestion - but not caused by motorists 
in private cars
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which usually cost only pennies per mile to own and run. 

If total gridlock in London is to be avoided, something 

drastic needs to change - and fast. The problem would, in 

part at least, be solved if  shops, offices, other businesses 

and schools staggered their start times for employees and 

pupils. 

Buses have to park up and stop running at or near empty 

between the morning and evening rush hours. And a 

reduction in the size of cars fighting for increasingly rare 

usable road space and parking bays would help, too. 

The squeezed London road network clearly isn’t fit for 

purpose in the early 2000s. But the modern. clean, 

affordable, purpose-built, circa 4 metre-long urban car is. 

Maybe England’s capital - and other traffic-choked cities 

throughout the world - might consider offering tax breaks 

to those travelling in such appropriate and appropriately-

sized personal mobility machines. 

For sure they don’t take up anything like as much space and 

drink considerably less fuel than all those comparatively 

filthy taxis buses, coaches and taxis that drive around in 

circles even when they’ve got few, if any, passengers on 

board.

Mike Rutherford is a World Car Awards Director and Vice-

Chairman, was born in London, and has lived or worked in 

the capital for most of his life.

The Centre for Economics and Business Research predicts 

that between 2013 and 2030 the total cumulative cost 

of congestion to the UK economy is expected to be £307 

billion ($451.29 billion). And at the same time it was  

revealed that the “average British driver” spent 124 hours 

stuck in gridlock annually. For those in London the figure is 

considerably higher. 

The costs to individuals behind the wheel range from 

higher fuel bills (languishing in jams is not conducive to 

high MPG!) to loss of precious time with family and friends. 

Businesses inevitably pass on the bruising cost of these 

delays and additional fuel costs to their customers. 

And neighbourhoods pay a high price too because when 

cars (never mind trucks, buses, coaches and taxis) 

are stationary or crawling along at a walking pace they 

inevitably emit more exhaust emissions. Allow them to 

travel at higher speeds on open, free-flowing roads and 

watch MPG figures increase while emission levels drop and 

productivity goes through the roof. 

Why don’t the people of London, or those commuting in for 

work, education, medical, or other reasons simply climb 

out of their cars and use public transport instead? Because 

the buses and trains are not reliable. Their drivers often go 

out on strike. 

They struggle  to - and often don’t - cope with demand 

during the morning and evening rush hours (although 

they’re largely empty the rest of the time). The entry gates 

at Victoria and Oxford Circus stations are regularly locked 

because the dangerously overcrowded platforms and 

trains simply cannot accommodate any more passengers. 

And the icing on the cake is that even if travellers can 

find space on a London overground or underground train 

or bus, they are subjected to some of the highest public 

transport fares in the world. For example, a second-class 

sitting or standing space on the Heathrow Express costs 

an absurd £22 ($32) - for a mere 17 mile train ride. 

Ordinary folk just can’t afford these and other excessively 

high public transport fares. And this fact exacerbates 

the road congestion dilemma as it simply encourages 

commuters and others to remain in their humble cars 

London congestion - but not caused by motorists 
in private cars
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TRAFFIC CONGESTION IN 
JAPAN AND ITS SOLUTIONS

B Y  P E T E R  L Y O N ,  C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

In a country of 126 million people, Japan has more than 

70 million vehicles registered for road use. And in the so-

called ‘Golden Week’ holiday period between April 29 and 

May 5, you’d be forgiven for thinking they’d all suddenly 

decided to take to the highways and byways.

In this unique holiday week, when four national holidays 

fall within the space of seven days, traffic jams exceeding 

40km are commonplace. As people try to get home to visit 

family members or take vacations, hundreds of roads in 

and around major cities like Tokyo and Osaka turn into 

what locals call “crawling parking lots.” 

A government survey in 2000 estimated that such 

congestion caused the loss of over 38 billion work hours 

nationwide resulting in the country’s Ministry of Transport 

employing some radical solutions. In 2001, the ministry opened its first Electronic Toll 

Gate (ETC) on an expressway entrance and exit near Mt 

Fuji, allowing motorists to have their road tolls collected 

automatically as they drove through toll gates at 40 km/h. 

Within a few years, ETC toll gates had sprung up all over 

the country, alleviating more than 50% of the country’s 

highway traffic congestion by allowing vehicles to continue 

moving through gates – and not stop to pay – as they have 

their fees collected electronically from in-car mounted 

ETC units.

This is not to say that all congestion has been eradicated. 

While ETC lanes keep traffic moving, they can only cater 

for so many vehicles per minute. At peak hour times, 

motorists must still endure 5 km to 10 kms jams, causing 

15-30 minute delays. 

ETC gates allow motorists to pay tolls automatically 
as they drive through at 40km/h

During Japan’s Golden Week, traffic jams 
exceeding 40km are commonplace
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Car-sharing was tested in various cities but found to be 

ineffective due to the simple fact that Japanese people do 

not like using cars frequented by strangers.

Other ministry initiatives include a plan to build more 

specially dedicated right-turn-only lanes to help keep 

traffic flowing and alleviate congestion on city streets, 

while at the same time, promoting the increased use of 

train and bus services, which are some of the most efficient 

public transport systems in the world. 

Yet another cause of naturally occurring congestion is what 

the Japanese call “sag phenomenon.” On hilly sections of 

expressways with a speed limit of 80 km/h, many motorists 

will unintentionally speed up to around 95km/h on the 

downhill section and then lift off and slow down to 70km/h 

on the uphill section, forcing motorists following to brake 

and cause traffic jams. 

Around five years ago, the government launched an 

initiative to educate drivers to maintain a constant speed 

along such roads, but with limited success.

Around the turn of the century, the government also 

engaged the help of several thousand “green men” – green 

uniformed parking inspectors to assist police in finding 

and booking illegal parked motorists, which is a huge issue 

in cities like Tokyo. 

The appearance of these green men on Tokyo streets 

forced thousands of would-be careless motorists to take 

extra care when temporarily stopping or opting to parking 

legally.  

Government surveys have also shown that brighter tunnels 

have less congestion, for the simple reason that drivers 

have better vision. So over the last few years, the transport 

ministry has started fitting brighter LED ceiling lights in 

tunnels, and registered some success.
Japan’s “green men” assist police in finding and 
booking illegally parked motorists
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DELHI’S ODD-EVEN 
EXPERIMENT

B Y  S I D D H A R T H  V I N A Y A K  P A T A N K A R ,  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S  D I R E C T O R

India has the world’s second largest population. Yes - there 

are many of us on this planet, with the country’s population 

now in excess of 1.3 billion people. Studies by the World 

Bank have indicated that India will need 80-100 super-

cities by 2025 to cater to the growing migration of its 

huge population from rural to urban centres. The creation 

of the new ‘smart cities’, as the Indian government likes 

to call them, would then be a top priority for the Indian 

government. 

But what of the existing cities, which are already bursting at 

the seams? What of the people who will continue to migrate 

to the urban hotspots like Delhi, Mumbai or Bengaluru – 

in search of better jobs and opportunities? It’s already a 

crisis and one that will only get worse. 

Let’s look  at the national capital region – which includes 

New Delhi and its satellite towns of Gurgaon, Noida, 

Greater Noida, Faridabad and Ghaziabad. It is by far the 

largest sales market for the Indian automobile industry, 

and hence has the country’s highest vehicular traffic. 

According to March 2015 figures, Delhi has 8.8 million 

registered vehicles. Cars and passenger vehicles account 

for 32.5% of them, while two wheelers (scooters, 

motorcycles) make up 64% - more than twice that number. 

And even though Delhi’s traffic jams are not as legendary 

as say Tokyo – or even Mumbai’s – its is no hard to imagine 

that they are pretty bad.  

The congestion coupled with calls to reduce pollution 

levels has meant that now there is a demand to try and cut 

back on the usage of vehicles in general. And so the Delhi 

government has tried many things. 

The first was an introduction of CNG (compressed natural 

gas) stations across Delhi over a decade ago. All public 

transport in the Delhi must run on CNG since – with no 

diesel or petrol buses, taxis or three-wheelers allowed. But 

more recently we have seen two clear new ideas emerging. 

The first was the greater availability of radio cabs – that 

use telephone or online connectivity to get around. So you 

no longer need to stand by the street to hail a cab or three-

wheeler, you can get one with a phone call or by using a 

smartphone app. 

This idea is certainly not unique to India, but what we 

have seen is an Indianised version of it. This had meant 
Delhi has 8.8 million registered vehicles, of which 
64% are two-wheelers
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competitive rates, greener fleets, and more availability 

with many home-grown companies like Ola cabs taking on 

the established global names like Uber. 

But it is the second idea that has been controversial and has 

captured the imagination of many. Towards the end of 2015, 

the Delhi government decided to experiment with an odd/

even rule. This means that only vehicles with registration 

numbers ending in an odd number will be allowed on the 

road on days with odd dates, and concurrently – the same 

for even numbered vehicles. 

A novel idea? Maybe in the context of the subcontinent but 

certainly one that’s been tried in other parts of the world. 

The first phase of this experiment was carried out at the 

start of the new year for two weeks. It was hailed as quite 

a success – even though it made negligible difference to 

Delhi’s air quality. 

It led to much quicker commute times though, and the 

debate on whether or not to persist with the idea raged on. 

Phase 2 was then carried out for two weeks in the second 

half of April – and has just concluded. While it is too early 

to measure its findings or its success, there have been 

some clear learnings. 

The first phase was conducted in the winter when some 

schools were closed on account of winter holidays – 

meaning fewer buses and cars on the road anyway. And 

while it had been well publicised it was still something that 

took some getting used to for people – and many took days 

off or resorted to car pooling, etc. to temporarily tide over 

the 2 week period. 

The second time around though, people were better 

prepared – and had rental cars, cab services, and in some 

cases – a second car or bike – which meant the number 

of vehicles actually going off the road was restricted as 

compared to last time. 

And then there is the whole issue of exemptions. Many 

groups of people and certain vehicle types were exempt 

to the odd/even rule. This has in itself led to much debate 

and furore! 

Single women or women with young children in the car 

were exempt. Certain lawmakers and officials were too. 

And any vehicle running on CNG was also exempt – which 

meant hurried conversions to CNG of many a petrol car! 

But all of this is a step in the right direction. There are 

many other suggestions under consideration – heavy taxes 

on the purchase of a second car, a congestion tax, banning 

diesel vehicles, and certain zones with tolls to discourage 

people from entering with their private vehicles altogether. 

No doubt there will be plenty more debate before Delhi 

decides what it will eventually impose. We wait for 

legislation, and also hope the government remains serious 

to carry on enhancing public infrastructure – both in terms 

of the road network and an increase in the reach of Delhi’s 

relatively new metro train system.  

We also watch the moves being made by the auto industry 

towards smaller, more compact yet technically strong cars 

and vehicles – with more connectivity and technology than 

ever before. And that is not something that will help buyers 

in just Delhi of course, but in other urban congestion 

hotspots in India and around the world. 

The experiment saw only vehicles with registration numbers end-
ing in an odd number allowed on the road on days with odd dates



T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

EVEN CANADA SUFFERS 
FROM TRAFFIC CONGESTION

B Y  G E R R Y  M A L L O Y ,  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S  D I R E C T O R  A N D  P R E S I D E N T

While traffic congestion is a global problem, it is probably 

not one that many people associate with Canada. More 

likely, their image of our country is that of mountains, 

lakes, forests and wide open spaces. There are plenty of 

those. But in the major cities where most Canadians live 

there’s also traffic congestion aplenty.

Each year, the Amsterdam-based navigation and mapping 

firm TomTom publishes a global Traffic Index, ranking 295 

cities in 38 countries in terms of traffic congestion. The 

Congestion Level for each is expressed as a percentage, 

representing the extra travel time a driver experiences 

during peak traffic periods compared to a free-flowing 

traffic situation. 

Based on TomTom’s historical data, traffic congestion 

has increased 13% globally since 2008. But there are big 

differences between continents. While traffic congestion 

in Europe has gone up just 2%, in North America it has 

increased by 17%.

According to the TomTom Traffic Index for 2015, two 

Canadian cities ranked in the top 10 in North America in 

terms of being the worst for congestion. Vancouver was 

fourth overall (behind Mexico City, Los Angeles, and San 

Francisco), and Toronto was ninth. Two other Canadian 

cities, Montreal and Ottawa, ranked 12th and 14th. 

Collectively, commuters in Vancouver, Toronto and 

Montreal experience about 30% additional travel time due 

to congestion; a figure that subjectively seems conservative 

based on my own experience dealing with Toronto traffic. 

Expressed another way, that’s about 126 hours of extra 

travel time over the course of a year – more than five full 

days wasted in traffic!

As bad as that figure is, it represents a turnaround in 

the historical trend of increasing congestion every year 
The major focus in Toronto is on increased 
and improved public transit

Two Canadian cities ranked in the top 10 most congested in North 
America in TomTom’s global Traffic Index
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in those Canadian cities, and an improvement in terms 

of their rankings. In 2011, Vancouver was the third-most 

congested city in North America, with Montreal ranked 

fifth and Toronto sixth. That progress may be attributed 

to some changes in traffic management policies and 

investments in infrastructure. But much more needs to be 

done.

In Toronto, with which I’m most familiar, several avenues 

are being pursued to alleviate the problem, although most 

of those can be considered the usual approaches with no 

ground-breaking innovations. 

The major focus is on increased and improved public 

transit, both in the city core and into the suburbs. Unlike 

cities like New York, and very much like Los Angeles, it’s 

the commute from/to the suburbs and through the city 

on a relatively limited number of expressways that is the 

major source of congestion. 

That expressway network is being supplemented outside 

the city core with construction of new and extended 

roadways, most of which will be toll roads.At the same 

time, additional high-occupancy-vehicle (HOV) lanes are 

being implemented, with the option of providing access to 

non-HOVs by paying a toll. 

Following the lead of London and many other world cities, 

a Congestion Charge has been proposed for access to 

the city core. But there’s strong public opposition, given 

a dearth of other access options, so it’s not a politically 

expedient option. For now.

What is achieving some success, albeit on a relatively small 

scale, is car sharing. Across the country there were already 

5,000 cars available in 2014, with more than 280,000 users, 

according to the U.S.-based Transportation Sustainability 

Research Center (TSRC). 

Mercedes-Benz’s Car2Go service is one of the major players 

in the area and General Motors is engaged with Enterprise 

CarShare (formerly AutoShare) in a pilot program centred 

on the University of Toronto.

None of these actions are in themselves solutions to the 

problem of congestion but collectively each plays a part. 

Multiplied world-wide, they’re all making a contribution.

Mercedes-Benz’s Car2Go service is one of the 
major players in the area
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THE NEW TECHNOLOGY 
MARKET RACE

B Y  P R I M E  R E S E A R C H  U K

World Car Trends 2016 

“The New Technology Market Race”
New York, March 2016

http://www.extremetech.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Nvidia-Drive-PX-2-shown-in-action1.jpg

Each year, PRIME Research UK uses its industry-leading 

expertise in the field of communications research to 

create a ‘World Car Trends’ report. The report examines 

the views and attitudes of the World Car Awards expert 

panel to calculate the most crucial and emerging trends in 

the automotive sector, and offers insight into what will be 

driving conversation in the coming years.

The World Car Awards expert panel comprises 75 key 

figures from top opinion-leading media across the world, 

offering a uniquely global perspective on future events and 

trends. This year’s report focuses on the topics of smart 

efficiency, shared mobility and outside competition.

 

Click the image below to read the report in full.

http://www.world-car-trends.com/
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