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Vice-Chairman, World Car Awards

Dear media and industry friends,

Greetings from our World Car Awards’ L.A. test-drives 

location in sunny California. Held in mid-November, SoCal 

is the perfect stage to assemble an intriguing range of 

eligible candidates for our 2016 round of voting. 

We set up a venue and driving routes for ten vehicles - in 

some cases, well before the media driving events on the 

world’s different markets.

Among the contenders: The brand-new Chevrolet Volt 

range-extender electric and the Toyota Prius hybrid; the 

Kia Optima sedan; and sports cars like the 2.0 liter-spec 

Mazda MX-5, the Cadillac CTS-V or the all-new Chevrolet 

Camaro.

We called our jurors, and 23 came. That’s almost one third 

of the global roster. Over a five-day drive session, they 

took advantage of the exclusive perk, the great roads and 

the fine weather. Where else to flog a Cadillac V-series 

through twisty mountain roads, or to conduct a head-

I N T R O D U C T I O N



to-head comparison between the new Volt and Prius? 

On the program’s second day, when most jurors were in 

attendance, the World Car Awards (WCA) hosted a relaxed 

dinner to facilitate spirited discussions, and to promote 

our jurors’ esprit de corps.

Now in its second year, the Los Angeles test-drives have 

become an important milestone on the Road to World Car. 

And we can announce today that it will happen again in 

November 2016, undoubtedly with an even more extensive 

selection of cars and an even larger number of jurors.

And speaking of our jurors, by the time you read this 

newsletter, they will have just a few more weeks to test 

drive this year’s candidates before the first round of online 

voting in mid-January. Once all votes are in, WCA’s partner 

KPMG will tabulate the votes and select finalists for each 

of our five categories. Then, in mid-February, jurors will 

be called upon again to vote in the all-important second 

round of voting to decide the winners. Finalists will be 

announced on the first press day at the Bridgestone stand 

inside the Geneva Motor Show on March 1, with our high 

profile awards ceremony once again held at the New York 

International Auto Show on March 24.

The World Car Awards is multi-faceted and is more than 

just an awards program. It is a resource for the industry 

with a focus on excellence and innovation on a global scale. 

Our role is not just to reward current achievement but to 

provide an insight into the future, via trend studies and 

related initiatives that foster innovation.

There’s more. As you read this, an Indian-built Mercedes-

Benz GLA and a GL-class are transversing South America 

- as part of NDTV’s Great Overland Adventure, endorsed 

and supported by WCA. Initiated and led by Steering 

Committee member Sid Patankar, this global drive further 

underscores our philosophy: We are not just the world’s 

Number One automotive award, we constantly seek to 

expand our position.

Looking forward to seeing you on the Road to World Car.

Jens Meiners

Jens Meiners and Sid Patankar at NDTV’s Great Overland Adventure



- CAR REVIEWS -  
OUR JURORS

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

INTRODUCTION

The Angeles Crest Highway is a wonderful driving road, and 

it’s a very rare opportunity to be able to drive it with cars as 

diverse as an electric Chevrolet Volt, Mazda MX-5 roadster 

and Volvo XC90 SUV. It really showed the very different 

capabilities of the vehicles because I could take them out 

back to back in identical conditions - the only change was 

the car and the only proviso was to return it in time for the 

next journalist to get behind the wheel. Such a treat.

Mark Richardson (Toronto Star – Canada)

 

**

As with the previous year, the LA test drive program was 

incredibly helpful to gain an insight into models we don’t 

get in our part of the world.

At the top of my list to drive was the new Toyota Prius; the 

test route highlighted how much the chassis has improved 

but also showed the drivetrain hasn’t moved as far forward 

as I hoped. The winding mountain roads also highlighted 

how much the thick windscreen pillars obscure your view 

when driving.

After doing my bit to save the environment, I spent a bit 

of equity getting acquainted with the Cadillac CTS-V and 

the new Camaro V8. And that was the second surprise 

of the day: I much preferred the way the Camaro drove. 

It felt more planted, the power delivery was more linear 

and overall a more rounded package than the insane 

supercharged CTS-V.

Joshua Dowling (News Corp Australia)

CADILLAC ATS-V COUPE

Sleek, smooth and speedy, the Cadillac ATS-V Coupe 

definitely turned some heads in Pasadena.

Jaclyn Trop (Forbes – USA)

**

Rarely have I had so much fun with a middle-class coupe 

as with this car. Great ride – absolutely on par with BMW 

M4, sporty enough to go on the race track, but quite 

comfortable as well. Very precise and informative steering, 

efficient brakes (although the feel could be better). Superb 

hi-rev V6 biturbo engine producing 461 hp, capable of 

impressive leaps straight from the rev-cellar, in test with 

a manual ‘box working like in best European sports cars. 

Beautiful and high-quality finish of the cockpit, dynamic 

but not aggressive design… Love this Caddy! 

Maciej Pertynski (www.pertyn.com – Poland)



Cadillac claims the CTS-V is track ready. It’s not track 

ready. It’s track dependent. Driving it on the road not to be 

recommended for most of the people, because that it can 

be done doesn’t mean it should be. 

You’ll curse it when you run over square-edged hits, 

rollers or just about any road surface that doesn’t look like 

something Hermann Tilke overcharged a Government for.

The harder you push the CTS-V, the better it responds, 

cornering flatter and flatter and turning the most boring 

road into a series of challenging corners by the simple 

expedient of making the straights disappear.

Its hamstrung by its ordinary cabin treatment, with its 

interior stitched together in a way that wouldn’t leave Audi 

in a first-generation prototype, much less a production car. 

Cadillac says it’s a rival for the BMW M5 or the E63 AMG or 

the Audi RS7, but three of those cars overlap in philosophy 

and one of them is standing over by itself, determined not 

to join them. More power to it.

Michael Taylor (motoring.com.au – International 

correspondent)

**

This is a four-door Corvette Z06. It’s a 640hp V8 brute on 

steroids, the kind that the Germans stopped making years 

ago. And it undercuts anything in its class by over $10 

grand.

If any sedan can claim a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde twin 

personality, then the CTS-V can. The power is prodigious, 

the supercharger whine addictive and the steering is fluid 

and direct. This beast can go from a well-behaved freeway 

cruiser to a track-capable monster with a mere flick of its 

console-mounted switch. 

In track mode, the car stays flat in corners, grips like there 

is no tomorrow and defies its 4100-lb curb weight. The 

BMW M5 now has a rival to worry about across the pond.

Peter Lyon (Chairman, World Car Awards, Car and Driver - 

Japan)

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

Cadillac has been challenging the M and AMG badges for 

over a decade. But its finesse and footwork never cut the 

mustard. Until now. The new ATS-V is a true contender in 

the luxury coupe segment and a strong rival to the BMW 

M3. 

Boasting a low-slung, mean stance, the edgy Caddy 

certainly looks the business. Its twin turbo V6 funnels 

464hp to the rear wheels effortlessly through a notchy 

6-speed manual gearbox with perfectly configured throws. 

The ATS-V might borrow a bag of tricks from the Corvette 

and Camaro parts bins to handle the bucket loads of power, 

but its precision turn-in, balanced cornering and nicely 

weighted steering make this Caddy shine. 

Peter Lyon (Chairman, World Car Awards, Car and Driver)

CADILLAC CTS-V

In pursuit of upping the horsepower game, the latest 

Cadillac CTS-V is a beast. Is there such thing as too 

much horsepower? Cadillac doesn’t seem to think so. 

Inexperienced and veteran drivers alike can find a lot to 

enjoy about this Cadillac, from it’s seemingly endless power 

band to the refined i’m surprisingly smooth dynamics. I will 

have mine in bright white.

Jeff Jablansky (New York Daily News – USA)



CHEVROLET CAMARO 2L COUPE

It’s a revelation. Where you’d once deride a V6 Camaro 

owner as short on funds, this time they’ll have landed in 

the range’s sweet spot.

It shines wherever corners are. There is a delicacy about 

the steering the SS doesn’t have, there’s a giggling, 

adolescent enthusiasm about being adjusted minutely 

mid-corner, either by the steering or the throttle, or both.

It’s far easier to live with at its limits and even if it slides 

just as willingly, it does it on predictable, intuitive excess 

speed rather than excess power. 

It’s capable of taking off-camber demonics or heavy-

bump hits without upsetting its poise and dignity. It’s just 

wonderfully balanced with magnificent body control. This 

car shows what the GM Alpha platform is really capable of 

in Camaro guise, not the SS.

It’s almost as though someone at GM forgot the car would 

ever need to carry a V8 and designed it around the V6 

instead. 

Michael Taylor (motoring.com.au – International 

correspondent)

**

This is the Rhonda Rousey of coupes. Its well-chiseled 

muscular exterior stands out, but it’s not pretty. In the 

power department, it gets a 3.6-liter V6 with 323hp, 

propulsion that is efficient and ample, not explosive. 

While firm and sometimes clunky in the ride department, 

the coupe handles sweetly and corners with a new-found 

finesse not formerly offered in Camaros. This is a Camaro 

you can use every day. You just won’t like taking it to the 

gas pump.

For the first time, V6 Camaro buyers don’t have to find 

excuses as to why they didn’t opt for the V8.

Peter Lyon (Chairman, World Car Awards, Car and Driver)

**

It’s a middle-spec version of the new, still more beautiful 

Camaro, a V6 3.6 of 355 hp and a very civilized behavior 

combined with more than sufficient kicks and enormous 

elasticity of the drivetrain. 

Absolutely great suspension and superb ride capabilities, 

very good brakes, very stable and precise steering – all-

in-all a drive to remember for its highest quality. All would 

be perfect if not the illogically designed cockpit with nav-

screen declined and middle vents below the gear knob, so 

all you get vented are the right palm and the right knee…

Maciej Pertynski (www.pertyn.com – Poland)

CHEVROLET CAMARO 2 SS COUPE

This pure slab of American beef has the muscle car looks 

and muscle car sound that US buyers love – and I reckon 

it could do well in Europe, too. But it’s not all brawn – this 

car has an impressive interior, too – way better than that in 



the Ford Mustang. It’s not the most sophisticated of sports 

cars, but that’s not the point here – it’s huge fun with bags 

of power, a huge amount of grip and decent steering. 

Steve Fowler (Auto Express – United Kingdom)

**

As the Camaro enters its sixth generation, with a new 

lighter platform and a range that now features the first 

four-cylinder in decades, it’s good to see that some things 

never change. 

The SS hits all the muscle car criteria. It’s got the looks, 

packs 455hp and will hit 60 in four seconds with the 

6.2-litre V8 providing an appropriate soundtrack. 

Inside, the tech and infotainment has been substantially 

updated and, at $47k, it represents the kind of performance 

bargain that makes most petrolhead Brits seriously 

consider changing their nationality.

Charlie Turner (Top Gear – United Kingdom)

**

Der Ford Mustang mag ein Mythos sein. Doch so wie es 

Coca-Cola nicht ohne Pepsi gibt und man bei McDonald’s 

stets mit an Burger King denkt, so kommt einem bei der 

Frage nach dem berühmtesten Muscle Car aus Amerika 

immer auch der Chevrolet Camaro in den Sinn. Damit das 

so bleibt, kontert die GM-Tochter den neuen Mustang jetzt 

mit der sechsten Generation des Camaro. 

 

Beim Design haben die Amerikaner genau die richtige 

Balance zwischen Zukunft und Vergangenheit gefunden: 

Obwohl bis auf das Logo am Heck jedes Teil neu ist, das 

Format ein wenig beschnitten wurde und das Auto deshalb 

viel gedrungener und drahtiger wirkt,  erkennt man es auf 

Anhieb als Camaro. Und auch wenn er irgendwie aussieht 

wie immer, ist er deshalb kein bisschen retro oder gar 

einfallslos. 

Am größten sind die Unterschiede deshalb unter dem 

Blech. Der neue Camaro teilt sich die Plattform jetzt mit 

dem Cadillac ATS, speckt knapp zwei Zentner ab, bekommt 

ein neues Fahrwerk und wird erstmals mit adaptiven 

Dämpfern angeboten. Das wirkt: War mit dem Coupé früher 

jede Kurve ein Kraftakt, rasiert der Camaro die Radien jetzt 

wie von selbst - leichtfüßig, präzise und beherrschbar.

 

An Kraft hat es dem Camaro nie gemangelt und an 

Charakter erst recht nicht. Doch mit feinerem Ambiente, 

modernerer Ausstattung und vor allem einem kultivierteren 

Fahrverhalten wird aus dem ungehobelten Kraftmeier 

für lahme Highways und sanfte Byways ein Sportwagen, 

der sich auf kurvige Landstraßen und Autobahnen ohne 

Tempolimit freut. 

 

Thomas Geiger (Welt am Sonntag – Germany)

CHEVROLET VOLT

The outgoing Chevrolet Volt was a revelation because of 

what it stood for, for General Motors at the time. This next-

generation model is equally revelatory, but because it’s 

actually interesting to drive. Whereas we would’ve spent 

more time crunching the numbers on the old fault, we can 

actually enjoy the efficiency of this one. Bravo, GM, for 

taking a different approach here.

Jeff Jablansky (New York Daily News – USA)

**

The second generation Volt is a more convincing car than 

the first, sadly dropped into a less convincing time for 

hybrids.



Oil is cheap in the US, which means both fuel is cheap 

and the long-chain hydrocarbons at the core of plastics 

manufacturing are also cheap, which might be why 

Chevrolet chose to endow the Volt’s interior with so much 

of it, in such variety.

It’s a nice thing to drive around town, with a comfortable 

ride, easy handling, easy operation and you never once 

have to think about what’s going on with all those power 

electronics and the big brain governing it all. 

It does both things well, it’s composed and it’s convincing, 

except for its interior plastics and some cheap trim 

(particularly around the luggage area) pieces that don’t 

stack up to the new Toyota Prius, surely it’s key rival.

At 1607, it’s lighter than the last one, more practical, with 

five doors and reasonable rear-seat comfort, and it feels 

like a serious machine, seriously put together. Shame 

about the interior, but the car is fundamentally high quality.

Michael Taylor (motoring.com.au – International 

correspondent)

**

We put the Volt back-to-back against a new Prius, just to 

see how far the Chevy has come. The first test was the 

exterior design which the Volt won hands down. It just 

looks neater on the road and even though the Prius gets 

new architecture, the Volt cornered as precisely as its 

Toyota rival. 

The Volt accelerates as fast as its Japanese competitor 

and turns-in as sweetly too. But more than anything, the 

Volt is quiet and refined and does not deliver its power 

through a sometimes noisy CVT.

The previous Volt did not sell that well. This new model 

ticks all the right boxes and takes up the challenge against 

the king of eco cars.

Hideshi Matsuda (Motor Magazine, Holiday Auto, Best Car 

- Japan)

KIA OPTIMA

Kia’s Optima LX Turbo is a relief. It works beautifully and 

simply, hitting every critical point for its target market 

and never making the mistake of trying to be too fancy, 

complex or try-hard.

The materials you can touch and feel and the switchgear 

around the cabin are a step up from the norm, the engine 

is smooth and strong and easy to live with and the ride 

quality is very close to being ideal.

It doesn’t shy away from technology, but you never get 

the impression that developing and using the technology 

are the driving reasons for its presence. It does everything 

nicely, and its nature is unflappable. It’s comfortable, it’s 

quiet and it’s strong. It might not be the best sedan in the 

class, but it demands inclusion in any credible argument to 

uncover what is.

Michael Taylor (motoring.com.au – International 

correspondent)

**

Peter Schreyer has once again waved his masterful wand 

and created a stylish, well-proportioned sedan. And 

surprisingly the engineering department has kept pace with 

the German design chief by incorporating a significantly 

better chassis and improved handling.

Its new 1.6 litre turbo channeled through a 7-speed dual 

clutch tranny is a treat too, delivering plenty of herbs 

effortlessly and smoothly when needed. This sedan just 



does everything right. It takes the challenge right up to the 

segment leaders in the Honda Accord, Mazda 6 and VW 

Passat and blows a raspberry in their faces.

Peter Lyon (Chairman, World Car Awards, Car andDriver)

**

The version tested in Los Angeles is the very one version 

which is missing in the European New Optima range: with a 

1.6 turbo petrol engine. 

I do not understand this attitude of Kia – all I may say about 

the tested car, equipped with a double-clutch automatic 

gearbox, is”this is exactly how the Optima should be”. 

Powerful enough, quiet, economical, fast. Apart from the 

engine story, my description of the New Optima is: very 

high ride comfort, astonishingly high cockpit quality, good 

seats. Altogether: a really good middle-class car.

Maciej Pertynski (www.pertyn.com – Poland)

MAZDA MX-5 

In an automotive landscape all too often blighted by 

increased kerbweight, the MX-5 provides a welcome 

alternative. 

By going back to basics and stripping back the weight 

rather than piling it on, the MX-5 is a very welcome breath 

of fresh air and one of the absolute automotive highlights 

of the year. 

Few driving experiences can be as pure or as enjoyable as 

firing the MX-5 down a perfect sunlit canyon road. 

Charlier Turner (Top Gear – United Kingdom)

Every time I get behind the wheel, it makes me cognizant 

of the fact that no other car company builds anything like 

this convertible. It’s not the fastest car on the road, nor is 

a particularly slow any longer; enthusiasts have no excuse 

for not considering this Mazda among the top drivers cars 

in the market today.

Jeff Jablansky (New York Daily News – USA)

**

Every new generation of the Mazda MX-5 confirms the 

beauty of the concept of the compact roadster. And again, 

Mazda has been able to dot the ‘i’ with the new model.

The light-footed but well-planted feeling, direct steering, 

precise handling, quick-shifting of the six-speed manual 

and the lively 155 hp 2.0-liter four-cylinder provide an 

absolutely high level of driving fun. 

Small, indeed, but very nice!  Also the new MX-5 can proudly 

wear the crown of the world’s top selling two-seater.

Henny Hemmes (International correspondent – The 

Netherlands)



TOYOTA PRIUS

Better looking than ever, the Toyota Prius got some new 

pep under the hood, too. The mainstay hybrid also felt a bit 

more luxurious inside, with synthetic leather seats and a 

more elegant dash. 

 

Jaclyn Trop (Forbes – USA)

Until I drove the 2016 model of the Toyota Prius, I would 

never have guessed that I would ever consider a Prius a 

dynamic car. But the new generation is all about dynamic 

handling. 

The Prius is the first model that is built on the Toyota New 

Global Architecture. It features a new independent, double-

wishbone rear suspension, which makes all the difference. 

Add to this a sportier set up of the damper-spring 

combination and voilá: here is a fun-to-drive hybrid without 

a plug.

Henny Hemmes (International correspondent – The 

Netherlands)

**

Highly convincing effort by Toyota, though sticking with 

the practical-first styling ethos won’t win any eyelid bats 

at a design college.

The interior is a big step up from the Volt, especially in 

the way its trimmed in front of the driver and around the 

luggage area. Its detailing is far more precise to the eye, 

and that naturally leads you to think it might be the same 

in the pieces you can’t see.

The powertrain just works. It’s easy to use and it’s fuss 

free. It’s ride and handling package is much the same, and 

if you ever run out of grip, the car is going to fix it for you. 

The only significant glitch is a bit of trouble in the brake 

pedal’s switch point between using retardation to recharge 

the batteries and when it brings the mechanical brakes into 

play. It can lock up, firing up the ABS before it feels like it 

should. 

Interestingly, the Volt did that part far better. But overall, 

felt like a lesser car.

Michael Taylor (motoring.com.au – International 

correspondent)

VOLVO XC90

Surprisingly comfortable, the Volvo XC90 cornered canyon 

roads with unexpected agility.

 

Jaclyn Trop (Forbes – USA)

**

The XC90 absolutely nails the high-end, family SUV brief. 

Outside it exudes class and walks the aesthetic tightrope 

of being imposing while not being threatening. Inside, 

the XC90 shines in pretty much every key criterion of 



this market segment. The packaging is class-leading and 

will happily accommodate seven real-sized humans in 

an interior which, if you’re clever with the options list, is 

reminiscent of a luxury yacht. 

Driving dynamics are focused at the comfortable end of 

the spectrum and complete this incredibly well-rounded 

and desirable package. 

Charlie Turner (Top Gear – United Kingdom)

**

What a sumptuous, glorious interior. The interior materials 

are a breath of fresh air in the premium world and they’ve 

been joined together in ways that are creative, timeless 

and that make you feel warm about your day, no matter 

how it’s been.

Take a bow, Volvo, and it’s even priced creatively in most 

major markets.

That said, I’d never see myself owning one. There are too 

many flaws. Its handling is not precise and its body does 

not display the control you get in a Q7 (though not many 

SUVs can claim that).

Its engine feels like its doing its best to retain its dignity, 

even if its best work isn’t quite enough to make the big 

SUV go like a big SUV should go. And the satnav is a touch 

clunky.

But it’s easily good enough to be a credible alternative to 

the Germans in this market.

Michael Taylor (motoring.com.au – International 

correspondent)

**

One of my favorites – I simply adore the design of this 

car, the philosophy of Scandinavian minimalism inside, 

underpinned with infinite luxury of the equipment and 

gorgeous HiFi audio system and spaciousness and 

incomparably good finish. 

I love the ride quality, the agility, the traction, the feel and 

feedback. An ideal? Close. Just can’t stop thinking about 

the drivetrains. Sure enough, the car goes. It’s speedy, 

elastic, quite economical even. But… Seriously? Just 2 

liters and 4 cylinders? How long will this make it?

Maciej Pertynski (www.pertyn.com – Poland)



AUTONEUM: MASTERING 
SOUND AND HEAT

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

Comfort, and cutting-edge technology: A new image film 

by WCOTY partner Autoneum emphasizes the engineering 

company’s contributions to make today’s cars lighter, 

better and more comfortable. Autoneum is the globally 

leading automobile supplier in acoustic and thermal 

management for vehicles, producing multifunctional and 

lightweight components and systems for noise and heat 

protection.

The new film “Autoneum. Mastering sound and heat” 

recently won multiple awards at this year’s media contest 

“Corporate Media - The European Masterclass”: Beyond 

the “Master of Excellence” award, it was also presented 

with awards in the categories “Best Direction” and “Best 

Music”. 

Its music is written by the renowned violinist and composer 

Claude Chalhoub - known in the international music scene 

as the former concertmaster of the West-Eastern Divan 

Orchestra founded by Daniel Barenboim.

We encourage you to have a look: The short film isn’t just 

informative, it is a work of art. Congratulations to our 

partner!

Visit www.autoneum.com/en/media/videos or click below  

to view the video and see more.

http://www.autoneum.com/en/media/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8HaGFEmJdE


NEW YORK AUTO SHOW
- NEW JAVITS CENTER -

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

B Y  M I K E  R U T H E R F O R D ,  V I C E - C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

New York knows a thing or two about staging some of the 

biggest and best car exhibitions on the planet. 

After all, the world’s most vibrant and exciting city 

effectively invented the US auto show after organising the 

very first one in 1900. Others, in rival car-mad towns, tried 

to follow its fine example. 

But New York’s was - and always will be - the first. And 

it’s true to say that at every New York International Auto 

Show there’s a buzz, a fervor and a sense of occasion that 

competing car exhibitions in America and elsewhere just 

can’t replicate. It’s a New York thing. 

You have to be there to fully appreciate and enjoy the 

unique atmosphere of the NYIAS. And you can - perhaps 

should - be there on both press days (March 23 - 24) and/

or the public days (March 25 - April 3). 

The morning of March 24, 2016 is the time and date for one 

of the most significant events in the global auto industry’s 

calendar - the annual World Car Awards ceremony which 

hands the hottest trophies to the hottest cars and car 

companies. 

It’s the undisputed number one automotive awards 

program on earth. And the NYIAS stage is, without doubt, 

the perfect location to unveil those winning cars and hand 

out those much sought after gongs. This will be the tenth 

year running that the WCAs have been staged at the NYIAS. 

Long may this proud tradition continue. 

The city that gave birth to the American auto show 116 

years ago is now the spiritual home for the annual World 

Car Awards which are often described as the Oscars of the 

global vehicle manufacturing industry. 



       

Home for the 2016 NYIAS will be  its regular (since 1987)  

venue - the colossal and airy Jakob K Javits Convention 

Center that has been extensively remodelled and extended 

in recent months. 

It’s a huge glass building that accurately and appropriately 

calls itself the Marketplace for the World. It sits in ultra 

cool Manhattan, between the Empire State Building and 

the banks of the Hudson River. So it’s almost impossible 

to miss. 

And now that it’s just got it’s own subway station, travelling 

to and from the Javits has never been easier. With the 

massively upgraded and expanded building comes new 

signage and a revised strategy for the NYIAS.

“This is a very important, exciting time for the Show 

which is an integral part of the fabric of the City, and we 

are thrilled to unveil our new logo and brand strategy as 

the Show moves into a new era of automotive design and 

technical innovation,” said Mark Schienberg, president 

of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association 

which owns and operates the event.

NYIAS chairman John LaSorsa added:

“Our new logo better communicates what the New York 

Auto Show stands for today and speaks to who we are as a 

Show. For over a century, we have focused on showcasing 

automobiles to the public and press and that mission 

remains the same. This new logo reflects our commitment 

to building greater awareness for the automobile industry 

and the incredible design, and technical innovations taking 

place within it.

“The New York Auto Show is one of the most important 

trade events producing over $300 million in economic 

development to New York City. It is also an incredible 

consumer event that embodies the passion, courage, 

ingenuity and tenacity that are the fundamental 

components of the automobile industry.”

NYIAS 2016:

Press Preview, March 23 & 24 (credentials required)

Public Sneak Preview, March 25

Public Show Dates, March 25 - April 3

www.autoshowNY.com

Download the NYIAS App at iTunes.com

http://www.autoshowNY.com
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NEW CHALLENGES

Future technologies are paving the way for new players as 

well as new business models in the automotive sector. One 

question excites the industry and our global experts: the 

future role of the tech companies – especially of Apple and 

Google. 

A large majority, 68% of our jurors, expect that tech 

companies will become a major challenge for the 

established car industry within the next 10 years. And 

38% expect this to happen within the next 5 years. Whether 

B Y  B E R N D  H I T Z E M A N N ,  C H I E F  O P E R A T I N G  O F F I C E R  A T  P R I M E  R E S E A R C H  U K

Future
Technologies

E-Mobility Shared
Mobility

Connected
Mobility

Smartphone & 
Internet 

Integration

New Controls & 
Displays

Autonomous 
Driving

Additional 
competitors 

New business models

Connected mobility is mainly 
driven by three topics:

the tech companies will succeed with their own cars – this 

is an open question, according to our experts. But a slight 

majority of more than 50% expect that they will not only 

be ambitious, but also successful. Do they have a realistic 

chance? 

Yes, since a modern high-tech car already includes a bigger 

software package than anything else – including software 

products like Facebook or Microsoft Office. However, it’s 

questionable if the low-margin car business is attractive 

to  tech companies or if it’s more about transferring their 

mobile market domination into the car sector. 
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