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We begin this issue with greetings from the floor of the 

2015 Tokyo Motor Show where the rotary-powered Mazda 

RX Vision concept has just wowed the crowd. 

Other highlights included the Toyota S-FR small sports 

concept, the autonomous driving Nissan IDS concept, the 

production-ready Honda Clarity fuel-cell car and the long 

overdue all-wheel-drive NSX supercar. It was great to 

catch up with several of our World Car Awards’ jurors who 

had come to see a show making a strong comeback.

In fact, it’s only been about six weeks since we staged our 

press conference inside the Mercedes Benz stand at the 

Frankfurt Motor Show. 

Co-hosted by Mercedes Benz, we were joined by dozens 

of WCA jurors in addition to representatives from the New 

York International Auto Show, Bridgestone, Autoneum and 

Prime Research in celebrating the C-Class’s win of the 

2015 World Car of the Year category.

World Car press conference inside the Mercedes-Benz stand at the Frankfurt Motor Show



World Car Awards itself had a win of sorts when it was 

announced in August by Prime Research that the car 

awards program had been ranked No 1 in the world, in 

terms of media reach, for the third consecutive year.

The next important date on the World Car Awards’ calendar 

is our upcoming TestFest in Los Angeles in mid-November. 

Some 20 jurors will spend four days evaluating a range of 

eligible candidates for the 2016 awards including vehicles 

from Cadillac, Chevrolet, Ford, Hyundai, Kia and Mazda.

During that period, we will be joined by some of our new 

American jurors, one of whom is Kelley Blue Book’s Richard 

Homan. It is my pleasure to welcome Richard to the World 

Car Awards jury panel, as well as Jaclyn Trop of Fortune, 

Seyth Miersma from Autoblog, Sharon Silke Carty of Yahoo 

and freelancer Matt Askari.

These jurors join our 70-plus strong jury panel from 23 

countries as we enter the last two months of test-drive and 

evaluation time left before our first round of voting in mid-

January. Once KPMG announces our top 10 in late January, 

jurors will have a few weeks to make their final selections 

before the second round of voting online in February.

The World Car Awards is multi-faceted and is more than 

just an awards program. It is a resource for the industry 

with a focus on excellence and innovation on a global scale.

Our role is not just to reward current achievement but to 

provide an insight into the future, via trend studies and 

related initiatives that foster innovation.

Then, on March 1 at the Geneva Motor Show, we will 

announce our top finalists for each of our five categories, 

before revealing the winners at a high profile awards 

ceremony at the New York International Auto Show on 

March 24. We hope to see you all there for this important 

announcement.

We close this issue with a special announcement – World 

Car Awards will be displaying the 2016 World Car of the 

Year on a dedicated stand at the reborn London Motor 

Show in May 2016. 

So if you are in the vicinity, please check us out. Until then, 

safe travels.

2014 World Car TestFest in Los Angeles. 2015 TestFest will be held mid-November.

The Mercedes-Benz C-Class was the winner of the 2015 World Car of the Year Award



- DIESEL -  
WHAT ARE THE 

ALTERNATIVES?

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

B Y  J E N S  M E I N E R S ,  V I C E - C H A I R  O F  T H E  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

“The American bureaucracy just hates diesels,” a high-

ranking R&D executive told me at the Vienna engine 

symposium this year. I had asked him about the strict 

regulation on NOX and soot, and my conversation partner 

was at a loss explaining the motivation behind the ultra-

strict and costly regulation - regulation that channels vast 

funds into areas where only marginal improvements can be 

achieved anymore.

That was before the Volkswagen emissions scandal. In the 

United States, the diesel was on the verge of a comeback. 

GM has offered the Cruze Diesel; Cadillac is working four- 

and six-cylinder diesels; Audi, BMW, Mercedes-Benz and 

Porsche are offering modern-day oil-burners as well. Land 

Rover will be next. Are those efforts for nothing?

Probably not; so far, it looks like the diesel will survive. 

Speaking with executives from various carmakers, the 

almost unanimous consensus is that the technology 

is indispensable to comply with future CO2 emission 

regulation. The next-generation Chevrolet Cruze Diesel is 

“too good not to do it,” GM’s R&D chief Mark Reuss told me 

when I asked whether the Volkswagen Diesel scandal would 

prompt GM to reconsider its push for more diesels in the 

US; and he said that the program would continue without 

delay. The same is true of the four- and six-cylinder diesel 

engines for Cadillac, which are expected to debut in 2019 - 

and will eventually come to North America as well.

GM’s decision mirrors other carmakers’ decisions to keep 

pushing for diesels. A Jaguar Land Rover executive said 

that plans to launch diesel-powered models in the US 

wouldn’t be delayed. “We’ve had a few more conference 

calls than usual, but in the end, we decided that everything 

will happen as planned,” he confided.

Unconvincing alternatives

Downsized gasoline engines have come closer to the fuel 

economy of diesels, and the switch to CO2-based regulation 

takes away some of the diesel’s edge. Nevertheless, 

engineers tell me they are still 10 to 15 per cent better.

That’s far too much to ignore - especially in light of the 

almost frivolous CO2 penalties envisioned by bureaucrats.

Of course, one alternative is touted tirelessly - the plug-in 

hybrid. Over the past months, I have driven “the smartest 

luxury sedan in the world,” as Mercedes-Benz calls the 

S 500 e; Daimler says that “we will have a plug-in hybrid 

version of every volume model.” And Volkswagen, when 

launching the Golf GTE plug-in hybrid, proudly said: 

“Mission accomplished.” Meanwhile, BMW praises its i8 

plug-in hybrid sports car as the “sports car for the 21st 

century.”



Cost challenges

With the costly and complex aftertreatment required by 

current US and European regulation, the diesel has already 

been priced out of certain segments. 

It is losing out in minicars; the Volkswagen Up, for 

instance, is not even available with a diesel - while its 

spiritual predecessor, the Lupo, came with several diesels, 

including the trailblazing 3L TDI version.

The cost of making cars even cleaner has become exorbitant 

compared to many other areas - such as power stations or 

domestic heating systems. With carmakers increasingly 

reluctant to argue their point aggressively, the fate of the 

diesel is - more than ever - in the hands of regulators. 

If European and global lawakers feel the urge to mimick 

their North American counterparts and tighten the screws 

even further, they might succeed in making the diesel so 

expensive that even a plug-in hybrid will seem viable in 

comparison. 

More than ever, politics are taking precedence over cool 

heads and rationality. We might just see more head-

scratching in Vienna down the road.

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

The official consumption figures are nothing short of 

stunning. The VW Golf GTE, in the European cycle, is rated 

at 1.5 liters per 100 kilometers. The Mercedes-Benz S 500 

e is rated at 2.8 liters; the BMW i8 supposedly merely 

consumes 2.1 liters of gasoline per 100 kilometers. Oh, and 

the Porsche 918 is rated at 3.1 liters per 100 km. Less than 

a minicar!

The regulation that leads to these numbers is designed to 

promote plug-in hybrid technology and electrification. But 

the numbers fail to deliver an accurate picture of real-life 

consumption. In Europe, official testing entails a 20-minute 

run on electricity only and a second run in hybrid mode. 

The emissions in the electric-only run are stipulated to be 

zero - a highly questionable approach, given the current 

power grid that relies heavily on fossil fuels - and will 

continue to do so indefinitely.

We are told that “local emission-free driving” is one of the 

great advantages of the plug-in hybrid. That would have 

been convincing decades ago, when gasoline- and diesel-

powered cars emitted smelly and toxic fumes. But with 

today’s Euro-5 and Euro-6 models? The positive impact is 

near zero, cheating devices or not.



ENEMY 
NUMBER ONE:  

FROM SUV TO DIESEL

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

B Y  M I K E  R U T H E R F O R D ,  V I C E - C H A I R  O F  T H E  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

It’s the biggest and most embarrassing automotive story 

since Lee Iacocca’s Detroit-based Chrysler company sold 

used cars as new cars. 

But by referring to the latest Wolfsburg-inspired saga 

merely as the ‘VW Scandal’ I don’t think we’re doing it the 

justice it deserves. 

This was - and still is - a debacle. A tragedy even, not just 

for consumers, the company, the brand and the sister 

marques, but also for the diesel cause which, thanks to 

VW, has been stupidly and unnecessarily damaged.  

What on earth was the normally clever and level-headed 

Volkswagen organisation thinking when coming up with the 

idea to cheat on a global stage?

Fiddling its diesel emission figures was no accident. We’re 

talking here about a conscious and unfathomable decision 

to deceive, among others, environmentalists, journalists, 

legislators and - most important of all - its customers. I’ve 

personally bought several VWs over the years and still 

have three - one new, one old, one ancient in my modest 

car collection. Only time will tell if VW can win this loyal 

paying customer back. The clock’s ticking.  

Did the company really think it could get away with its 

diesel deceit for ever and never get caught? Surely not. 

Wasn’t there at least one senior employee with the good 

professional sense to step forward and point out that 

the colossal risks being taken were far greater than the 

potential rewards. 

Sure, VW’s short-sighted cheating and skulduggery allowed 

it to make (illegal) short term progress in its long-running 

battles with competitor car firms. But such gains pale into 

insignificance compared with the countless losses now and 

in the future. 

They include everything from reduced sales and profits for 

VW, to shattered confidence levels and resale values for 

VW owners and their secondhand cars.

I make no apologies for singing the praises of VW and some 

(but not all) of its products in the past. A few of them have 

won World Car Awards. And deservedly so. 

But just as it’s right and appropriate that VW should have 

received credit where it has been due, it’s also correct to 

criticise the auto giant for the current, diesel-related mess 

it has dumped itself in.

“The VW debacle should not alter the fact that diesels are the finest, 
best loved, most popular cars for drivers in Europe... and elsewhere”



be the people with new or nearly new, state of the art diesel 

power packs.

The same is not true of most diesel engine buses, coaches, 

vans, taxis, trains, and construction/factory/agricultural 

vehicles being run by countless commercial operators and 

some local or national authorities. 

Why come down hard on drivers of comparatively clean 

diesel cars while rarely if ever acknowledging the bigger 

problem of other bigger, noisier, gross-polluting diesel 

vehicles on land or, come to that, railway tracks or water? 

It’s too easy and not terribly helpful to say that petrol or 

electric cars are “better for the environment” than their 

state of the art diesel equivalents. 

The Internet is full of discussions and  arguments for and 

against. That’s fair enough. But the irrefutable fact is that 

car buyers in Western Europe prefer the latter for a variety 

of reasons - one of the most under-estimated ones being 

that drivers of highly fuel efficient diesel cars might only 

have to visit and spend money at refuelling stations once a 

month - which is something those with petrol automobiles 

or EVs can only dream of.

Besides, if diesel engines are so inappropriate for 

and damaging to ‘the environment’, how come the UK 

Government’s Environment Agency announced at the end 

of October that it has just bought 55 4X4s that are built 

outside Britain by an American firm and powered by - 

you’ve guessed it - diesel engines

If it’s OK for the holier than thou Government in Britain 

and its climate-change obsessed Environment Agency to 

purchase and drive foreign, diesel powered 4X4s at this 

time, it’s surely OK for motorists like us and our readers to 

use the same fuel in our cars. 

Or is there one soft and sensible rule for the politicians 

and environmentalists out of sync with reality, but a very 

different hard and cruel rule for humble, real-world car 

folk?

However, VW and several millions of its beleaguered, 

understandably angry customers are not the only ones 

suffering here. 

  

The truly international anti-diesel lobby (actually, it’s 

more like a global ‘industry’) is enjoying and exploiting 

every moment of the ongoing VW debacle which is hugely 

damaging the case for diesel cars. Not so long ago and 

regardless of what it was powered by, the SUV used to be 

public enemy number one. Now it’s the diesel car which, 

some ecomentalists and politicians suggest, should be 

outlawed.

Never mind that sales of new diesel cars in Western Europe 

almost doubled in the last decade and a half - from 32 

million in 2000 to 53 million last year. In most [correct] of 

the countries in this developed and comparatively wealthy 

part of the world, they accounted for at least 55 per cent 

and as much as 73 per cent of cars purchased. 

And even across the highly-regulated European Union, 

diesel automobiles represent the clear majority while the 

combined sales of their petrol, electric, LPG and hydrogen 

equivalents make up the minority. Or to put this another 

way - among private and business motorists, diesel cars 

were and still are the preferred option. The peoples of 

Europe have chosen - and their choice is diesel over petrol 

and every other fuel on sale. How’s that for consumer 

democracy - the many deciding they want diesels while the 

few deciding otherwise?

And how’s this for disrespecting car-buying democracy? 

Local and national politicians and other ‘leaders’ in Britain 

and elsewhere have lately dropped hints that they’ll be 

cracking down on those who dare to own or use diesel-

powered vehicles. 

But it seems that their intended targets will only be one 

type of vehicle and one type of driver - the car that runs on 

diesel, plus the ordinary, everyday man or woman who has 

the temerity to drive it when commuting to work, picking 

the kids up from school, visiting relatives, going shopping, 

attending hospitals or wherever. Ironically, these tend to 



AFFECTS OF 
CARMAKERS’ DECISION 

BACK IN THE 1990s

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

B Y  P E T E R  L Y O N ,  C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

Just as I was arriving back in Japan after attending the 

Frankfurt Motor Show, the “mud” hit the fan. When the 

announcement went out over the airwaves that Volkswagen 

had used defeat device software to cheat diesel emissions 

tests, the whole industry let out a collective scream of 

agony. 

How could this happen? What was VW thinking? From 

Detroit to Beijing, Tokyo to Frankfurt, the world’s media 

were quick to throw scorn on the German carmaker. The 

ramifications of this debacle may not be known for months, 

maybe years. One thing we do know is that the escalation 

of this crisis means that VW has lost its crown to Toyota as 

the world’s biggest carmaker.

Then, industry experts started appearing on international 

media like CNN and BBC explaining the choices that various 

markets had made two decades ago, and what that all 

meant. Back in the early 1990s, European carmakers had 

chosen diesel as the fuel of choice and set up its industry 

to cater to that power source. 

Meanwhile, markets such as the US and Japan believed 

that diesel was dirty, noisy and unclean, and selected 

gasoline powertrains as the way to go. As the Europeans 

announced ever-improving CO2 and NoX levels of their 

diesel powertrains, some actually looked down on US 



In Japan, the VW diesel debacle will hardly cause a ripple 

on current diesel sales or recall lists, but it will and is 

definitely harming VW’s reputation in this country. And 

as you might imagine, carmakers like Toyota, Nissan and 

Honda who have decided to focus their lion’s share of 

R&D on non-diesel power sources like gasoline, gasoline 

hybrids, electric and fuel-cells are licking their lips. 

The just-completed Tokyo Motor Show was an exhibition 

packed full of Japan’s ideas for a motoring future and 

diesel power did not feature strongly. 

Rather gasoline powered sports cars (including a rotary!), 

hydrogen-powered fuel-cell production cars and concepts 

and electric vehicles boasting state-of-the-art autonomous 

driving capabilities took the spotlight. 

In fact, dare we say, the VW diesel issue helped Japan get 

its brand of alternative fuel concepts bigger spreads and 

greater attention in the international media. 

Often criticized by European carmakers for its anti-diesel 

stance, the Japanese automotive industry now feels 

vindicated for the choice it made over two decades ago to 

stick with gasoline.

Even former Tokyo mayor Ishihara was said to have smiled 

when he first heard the news about VW’s scandal. And 

to be honest, diesel was just starting to get a foothold in 

Japan with several importers bringing in high profile diesel 

models.

But now with the diesel cause in Japan given a severe blow, 

Japanese carmakers will be looking to further enhance 

mileage, emissions and performance of gasoline and 

gasoline hybrids and plug-in hybrids while giving a further 

boost to electric cars powered by batteries or hydrogen.

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

markets for making the gasoline choice. “Well now the 

Europeans, or should we say the Germans are having to 

eat their words,” said one commentator. 

In Japan, however, it’s a different story. Sure, like the 

Americans back in the 90s, the Japanese also opted for 

gasoline powertrains over diesel citing smelly black diesel 

fumes as unwanted.  

In the late 90s, former Tokyo mayor Shintaro Ishihara 

added to the anti-diesel debate when he was involved in 

a very public shunning of diesel particulates on national 

media, saying that “diesel is evil!”

It took over a decade for carmakers to recover public 

acceptance of diesel in Japan as German and local brands 

slowly tested the waters with a handful of diesel engines. 

Mazda, whose CX-5 and CX-3 models sell more diesel 

powered models than gasoline variants, convened a 

emergency press conference in early October to explain 

that its diesels were clean and devoid of defeat software.

Interestingly, at present no VW or Audi models in Japan 

offer a diesel option. In fact, in October 2015, there were 

only 230 diesel powered VW cars in Japan, all brought in 

through grey importers. 



THE  GLOBAL 
AUTOMOTIVE NOX 
EMISSIONS CRISIS

T H E  R O A D  T O  W O R L D  C A R  T A K E S  M A N Y  P A T H S

B Y  B E R N D  H I T Z E M A N N ,  C H I E F  O P E R A T I N G  O F F I C E R  A T  P R I M E  R E S E A R C H  U K

Prime Research’s data shows that petrol-dominated 

markets were most critical during and after the ‘diesel-

gate’ scandal, while traditionally strong diesel markets 

turned out as strong proponents for diesel technology.

Diesel’s overall image has barely suffered in core diesel 

markets, but diesel powertrains have lost a fair portion of 

their formerly eco-friendly image. 

The biggest criticism of diesel technology comes from 

markets traditionally dominated by petrol engines like 

the Americas and China. In these markets, diesels’ eco-

friendly image has fallen to an all-time low. In addition, 

diesel’s overall image has suffered dramatically in the 

second half of 2015 in these markets, with over a third of 

all commentary on diesels negative in nature.
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The crisis is seen as a severe hit for the VW Group and 

“the damage in terms of brand image may be greater 

than the financial penalties.”

• The VW emissions crisis is – currently – seen as 

worse than Takata’s airbag issue, GM’s ignition switch 

issue and Toyota’s unintended acceleration issue. 

• The share-price drop on September 21st and 22nd 

(~20% on both days) is seen as reflective of the 

gravity of the crisis. Only one third believe it was an 

overreaction. 

• 4/5 of the experts think that “the VW Group has grave 

cultural issues that need to be addressed”. Only 

1/5 think, that “this was a rogue event and it will be 

sufficient to improve procedures”.  

However, according to the 76 World Car Experts, ‘Diesels’ 

are expected to find their way back to their former 

strength. More than 85% of the panel agree that diesel 

won’t suffer permanently.

In addition, the focus is expected to move away from 

the VW Group, towards a “Global Automotive NOx 

Emissions Crisis”

• Other manufacturers and suppliers are expected to be 

affected as well. 

• The experts clearly see this as a Global crisis and 

expect further spread outside the US and Europe. 

• Plug-In Hybrids and Petrol Engines will benefit more 

strongly from this NOx / diesel crisis than full EV‘s or 

Fuel Cell EV’s. 
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PROVISIONAL 
NOMINATIONS LIST 

S E P T E M B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 1 5

Audi A4 Sedan / A4 Avant

BMW X1

Cadillac CT6

Chevrolet Malibu 

Ford Edge

Honda HR-V Crossover

Hyundai Tucson 

Jaguar XE   

KIA Optima 

Land Rover Discovery Sport  

Audi Q7  

BMW 7 Series

Bentley Mulsanne Speed

Infiniti Q30

Jaguar XF

Lexus RX 

Mercedes-Benz GLE Coupé

Volvo XC90 

Audi RS 3 Sportback 
Audi R8 Coupé 

BMW X5 M / X6 M

Cadillac CTS-V 
Cadillac ATS-V 

Chevrolet Camaro

Honda Civic Type R I 

Mercedes-Benz C 63 Coupé 

Range Rover Sport SVR 

W O R L D  C A R 
O F  T H E  Y E A R

W O R L D  L U X U R Y  C A R

W O R L D 
P E R F O R M A N C E  C A R

BMW 330e plug-in-hybrid 

Chevrolet Volt

Mercedes-Benz C 350e 

Nissan X-Trail Hybrid
Nissan Murano Hybrid

Toyota Prius (Hybrid)
Toyota Mirai (Hydrogen Fuel Cell)

Volkswagen Passat GTE 

All of the World Car of the Year 
entries automatically qualify for the 

design award.

In addition, the following stand-
alone entries are also nominated 

as candidates.
 

Audi Q7 
Audi R8 Coupé

BMW 2 Series Convertible
BMW 7 Series

Hyundai Creta

Mercedes-Benz C-Class Coupé

W O R L D  G R E E N  C A R

W O R L D  C A R  D E S I G N 
O F  T H E  Y E A R

Mazda CX-3 
Mazda MX-5 

Mercedes-Benz GLC 

Nissan Maxima

Opel / Vauxhall Astra

Renault Kadjar

Škoda Superb 

SsangYong Tivoli 

Subaru Outback 
Subaru Levorg 

Toyota Prius

Volkswagen Touran 



A U S T R A L I A

Joshua Dowling
Paul Gover
Greg Kable

A U S T R I A

Stephan Schaetzl 

B E L G I U M

Xavier Daffe 

B R A Z I L

Jason Vogel

C A N A D A

Michel Deslauriers
Mark Richardson

C H I N A

Xia Dong 
Li Geng 

Liu Hongcang 
Cui Jun 

Miao Jun 
William Wang Kun 

Sean X.h. Qiu 
Yunqing Wang 

Sven Xu 
Liang Zhaohui  

U K  A N D  I R E L A N D

Nat Barnes 
Richard Bremner  

Steve Fowler
Mike Rutherford
Charlie Turner

Eddie Cunningham

 J A P A N

Shinichi Katsura 
Yasuhiko Kawamura 

Peter Lyon 
Hideshi Matsuda 

Goro Okazaki 
Koji Ozawa

Kazunori Yamauchi  

I N D I A

Dhruv Behl 
Sirish Chandran  

Adil Jal Darukhanawala
Renuka Kirpalani 

Siddharth Vinayak Patankar 
Yogendra Pratap 

Hormazd Sorabjee 

S P A I N

Fernando Gomez Blanco
Manuel Gomez Blanco

G E R M A N Y

Stefan Anker 
Thomas Geiger 

Yoshihiro Kimura 
Jens Meiners 

Peter Schwerdtmann 
Juergen Zoellter

F R A N C E

Mathieu Chevalier 
Sylvain Reisser 
Lionel Robert

 
I T A L Y

Alessandro Lago 
Marco Marelli  

Michael Taylor 

K O R E A

Joo-Sik Choi

 M E X I C O

Carlos Sandoval 

N E T H E R L A N D S

Henny Hemmes 

P O L A N D

Maciej Pertynski 

JURORS
B Y  C O U N T R Y

2 0 1 6 

R U S S I A

Dmitry Barinov 
Vladimir Soloviev 
Vitaly Tishchenko 

Ivan Vladimirov 

S O U T H  A F R I C A

Mike Fourie 
Hannes Oosthuizen 

S W E D E N

Robert Collin 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S

Richard Homan 
Jeff Jablansky 

Nick Kurczewski 
Joe Lorio 

John Mccormick  
Jason Stein 

Tamara Warren
Richard Homan

Jaclyn Trop
Seyth Miersma

Sharon Silke Carty
Matt Askari 

E G Y P T /  M I D D L E  E A S T

Mohamed Sheta 



CELEBRATING 10 YEARS WITH THE NEW YORK INTERNATIONAL AUTO SHOW
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