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As you read this, the World Car Awards (WCA) will 

be in the process of preparing for the highlight of its 

annual activities – the prize-giving Awards Ceremony 

at the New York International Auto Show (NYIAS) on 

April 2.

The top three contenders for the coveted 2015 

World Car of the Year trophy are the Ford Mustang, 

Mercedes Benz C-Class and the Volkswagen Passat.

While this is the first time an American car has vied 

for the awards’ top honor, Mercedes Benz has also 

made history by having a car in the top three in each 

of WCA’s five categories. Co-presented by NYIAS, 

Bridgestone, Autoneum and PRIME Research, the 

ceremony is guaranteed to be another industry 

head-turner.

Now to this month’s newsletter - which will focus on 

the latest efficiency technologies being developed 

by the world’s automakers. So what are the global 

players doing in the fields of hybrids, electric 

vehicles, hydrogen-powered fuel cell cars and 

range-extender technologies?

The world’s first production fuel-cell car, the Toyota 

Mirai, is making headlines for coming to market 

at under $60,000, if you include the government 

subsidy. In addition to the car’s high sticker price, 

other issues that require attention in the fuel-cell 

genre are infrastructure (hydrogen refuelling stations) 

and the cost-effective production of hydrogen itself. 

Taking the Nissan LEAF’s achievements to the 

next level, the Tesla Model S has redefined range 

anxiety by delivering over 200 miles on one charge. 

However, recent surprise debuts at the Geneva 

motor show like the Aston Martin DBX Concept, 

which is an electric all-wheel-drive crossover, take 

zero emissions transport in a new direction.

One of 

the most

significant 

concepts seen 

at Geneva, pushing 

the limits of current 

hybrid technology, was 

the Volkswagen Sport Coupé 

Concept GTE.  Sitting on the 

company’s new MQB platform, the GTE 

boasts a turbocharged 3.0 liter V6 that’s 

coupled to a plug-in hybrid system for 32-miles 

of pure electric range and a total range of over 745 

miles.

World Car Awards is more than just an awards 

program. It is a resource for the industry with a focus 

on excellence and innovation on a global scale. Our 

role is not just to reward current achievement but to 

provide an insight into the future, via trend studies 

and related initiatives and to foster innovation for 

that future.

In this month’s newsletter, we catch up with World 

Car Awards Steering Committee vice-chair Mike 

Rutherford who explains why the World Car Awards 

is the most unmissable event in the automotive 

calendar. Oli Nash talks to Steering Committee 

director Siddharth Vinayak Patankar about global 

emissions standards, plus PRIME Research’s Amy 

Parry reports from Geneva on the issue of efficiency 

and emissions. Over to you Mike.

Peter Lyon is a World Car Awards Juror 

and Chairman
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It’s no

 exaggeration to say that the 

largest car-related event on the planet 

during the first week of April, 2015 is the New York 

International Auto Show (NYIAS). 

And it’s equally true that the World Car Awards (WCA) will play a leading role 

in this - the ‘greatest show on earth’ staged at the prestigious and colossal 

Jakob Javits Centre in the heart of NYC. 

If you’re unimpressed with soulless car exhibitions inside echoey barns 

plonked in green fields in the back of beyond, NYIAS is very, very different. 

Guaranteed! It has somehow managed to acquire a genuinely exciting 

atmosphere and vibe that’s absent from just about every other motor show 

town I’ve been to. And, believe me, I’ve been to a few during my third of a 

century as a motoring journalist and broadcaster.

From 8am on Thursday April 2, anyone who’s anyone in the international car 

business will be walking down what must be Manhattan’s widest red carpet, 

between the giant yellow NYIAS columns, then into the WCA breakfast 

reception in the (Level 1) Special Events Hall of the Javits. The sheer scale 

of the set-up has to be seen to believed. Bring a camera - and make sure it’s 

fitted with a wide-angle lens. 

Apart from enjoying the early morning buzz and the typical New York fayre, 

journalists, broadcasters, photographers, bloggers and other media folk in 

attendance will be rubbing shoulders with some of the biggest cheeses in the 

global motor industry - everyone from car company design chiefs to CEOs. 

This is not just a breakfast. It’s an occasion that the WCA organisation and its 

75 jurors can be proud - and then some - to be associated with. The cars are 

the stars, but let’s give ourselves a little credit for once, by acknowledging 

that without us there are no World Car Awards. Perish the thought. 

Those nervous designers, CEOs and other auto industry directors and senior 

managers will be in the room in hope and expectation. They’ll be praying that 

their cars will win a WCA trophy...or two. And they’ll be delighted if they’re 

called up onto the scarily wide Javits stage to collect it...or them. Win or 

lose, this annual prize-giving ceremony is a big deal for these guys. In fact, 

it’s one of the biggest deals of the year. Prizes don’t come larger or more 

significant than the World Car of the Year (WCOTY) trophy, along with the 

World Car Design of the Year, World Green Car, World Performance Car and 

World Luxury Car gongs. 

After all, research and monitoring organisations are on record as saying 

WCA means, quite simply, ‘number one automotive awards programme on 

the planet.’ Period. 

Mike Rutherford on the WCA

The Oscars of the automotive world

The NYIAS has somehow 
managed to acquire a genuinely 
exciting atmosphere and vibe 
that’s absent from just about 
every other motor show town 

I’ve been to.

Mike Rutherford
World Car Awards Steering Committee Vice-Chair

Our awards are to the car industry what The Oscars are to the movie 

business. But don’t worry - nobody needs to wear a black suit and bow tie 

at our smart-casual, fun but serious breakfast cum prize-giving occasion 

which lasts under two hours, although you’re welcome to stay longer for 

photo calls and more. 

For those jurors who haven’t been to a WCA ceremony at the NYIAS before, 

you don’t know what you’ve missed. For those visiting the show and the 

ceremony for the first time this year, take your pick on how you arrive at 

the Javits. Car, taxi, surprisingly affordable limo, bus, train and ferry are all 

options. But don’t pass up the opportunity to do what so many New Yorkers 

sensibly do - complete at least part of the journey on foot. 

It’s hard to miss the giant Javits. But in case you do, just remember it’s 

precisely 1.1 miles in a straight line from the Empire State Building. What a 

land mark. What a show. What an awards programme. 

Life for those of us working in and around the global car business doesn’t 

get much better than this.
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The World Car Awards 2015 final three

The World Car Awards winners’ press conference takes place in less 

than three weeks at the New York International Auto Show, and is the 

culmination of months of deliberation from the 75 judges. There are 

always lots of twists and turns at the Oscars of the automotive world, and 

this year promises to be no exception.

Nic Doggett takes a look at the finalists in all five categories, and identifies 

some of the big stories that could unfold…

World Car of the Year 2015: final three

• Ford Mustang 

• Mercedes-Benz C-Class 

• Volkswagen Passat

Expert view: After last year’s win for the Audi A3, the Volkswagen Group 

will be looking for its fourth consecutive win in the category, this time with 

the Passat. German rivals Mercedes-Benz have the C-Class in opposition, 

along with Ford’s much-lauded Mustang. 

Interesting fact: A Volkswagen vehicle has won four of the last six World 

Car of the Year titles.

World Luxury Car of the Year 2015: final three

• BMW i8 

• Mercedes-Benz S-Class Coupé 

• Range Rover Autobiography Black LWB 

Expert view: The Coupé hopes to follow in illustrious footsteps, with 

the Mercedes-Benz S-Class victorious in the inaugural running of this 

category 12 months ago. Hoping to spoil the party is the BMW i8 and the 

Range Rover Autobiography Black LWB.

Interesting fact: Car and Driver magazine described the Mercedes-Benz 

S-Class Coupé as Gorden Wagener’s ‘masterpiece’.

World Performance Car of the Year 2015: final three

• BMW M4 Coupé/M3 Sedan 

• Jaguar F-TYPE R Coupé 

• Mercedes-AMG GT 

Expert view: The Mercedes-AMG GT was released to great acclaim in the 

summer, and, along with the BMW M4 Coupé/M3 Sedan, will be hoping 

to make it a fifth German winner in the last six years. Flying the flag for 

Britain is the Jaguar F-Type R Coupé.

Interesting fact: Porsche has won this category for the past three years, 

however none of last year’s finalists (Porsche, Chevrolet, Ferrari) are 

represented this year.

World Green Car of the Year 2015: final three

• BMW i8 

• Mercedes-Benz S 500 Plug-in hybrid

• Volkswagen Golf GTE 

Expert view: The BMW i8 makes the second of its two entries, following 

in the footsteps of its i3 sibling which won both the World Green Car and 

World Car Design categories in 2014. In opposition is the Mercedes-Benz 

S 500 Plug-in hybrid and the Range Rover Autobiography Black LWB. 

Interesting fact: Mercedes-Benz has a finalist in all five categories – the 

first time that this has ever happened.

World Car Design of the Year 2015: finalists

• Citroën C4 Cactus

• Mercedes-Benz C-Class

• Volvo XC90

Expert view: The Mercedes-Benz C-Class is back for another crack, 

having finished on the podium behind the BMW i3 last year. The critically-

acclaimed Volvo XC90 becomes the tenth Swedish car to try and win a 

World Car Award, while the Citroën C4 Cactus looks to recreate history: 

the C4 won this category in 2006.

Interesting fact: Citroëns have the best record in this category – as well 

as winning it in 2006, the French carmaker has had a finalist in five other 

years.

The final countdown
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The

 automotive 

landscape is changing. 

Increasingly stringent emissions 

regulation are forcing manufacturers to adapt 

and reconsider product lineups, manufacturing processes 

and materials. In the wake of the Geneva motor show, Siddharth 

Vinayak Patankar, World Car Awards Steering Committee member and 

one of the best-known faces on India’s NDTV, shares his views on the 

ways that manufacturers and consumers are changing their attitudes 

towards emissions.

‘A lot of people would like to ideally aspire to a vehicle that has either 

a crossover or an SUV element, which is why you’re probably seeing a 

lot more of what we call the “cross-vehicles”,’ he says. ‘It could be a 

hatchback, it could be a sedan, where they’re adding elements usually 

associated with off-roading just to give it a more rugged appeal, but 

essentially not changing too much else because what doesn’t need to 

change is the fuel efficiency.’

‘I think it’s a good marriage, and at Geneva I think we saw that’ he says, 

recalling the Honda HRV and Suzuki iM4 concept. “And with that, we get 

lucky in a sense because you can still position engines which aren’t big 

on grunt within vehicles like these.”

For the emerging markets, manufacturers are starting to take a global 

approach to product lineups, with the European focus on low-emission 

crossover vehicles spreading into South Asia and beyond. Patankar 

notes that ‘it means that you have a more mature product line entering 

the emerging markets as well, taking the market up a notch,’ including in 

terms of fuel economy and emissions.

For the most part, Patankar agrees that regulation has been effective in 

changing the attitudes of carmakers and car buyers towards emissions in 

recent times. However, he comments: ‘I think that the part which seems to 

be holding it back is that in different regions, the definition of what should 

be an emission norm is sometimes moderately different and sometimes 

vastly different.’

‘I think uniformity is what’s going to help, because on the whole a 

clampdown has to kick in. The other thing that seems to hold us back is 

that there’s sometimes a dual-policy, where you have, let’s say, the larger 

cities on one particular stage, and the rest of the country on another, as 

we have in India. Unless somebody swallows the bitter pill and says: “OK, 

every part of every country has to be at a certain standard, otherwise your 

problem isn’t going to go away,” then the problem will not go away.’

He adds, ‘what needs to go hand in hand with tighter emissions and 

even looking at different types of fuel is safety. I find very often that it’s 

either high feature lists or high efficiency that takes priority, especially in 

emerging markets, but safety is not even a backseat.’

Siddharth Vinayak Patankar interview

Uniformity in regulation key to tackling emissions

A lot of manufacturers are 
challenging themselves, 

challenging the norms, and 
really looking at not just 

experimenting, but being open 
to new ideas.

Siddharth Vinayak Patankar
World Car Awards Steering Committee Director and Juror

For Patankar, the most promising aspect of tackling emissions is the 

development of new materials, particularly those like aluminum and new-

age plastics, which are focused on efficient weight-saving: ‘I find that 

every time you hear about one thing, there is always one other surprise 

waiting in the wings, and that’s actually been really encouraging. A lot of 

manufacturers are challenging themselves, challenging the norms, and 

really looking at not just experimenting, but being open to new ideas.’

But does this mean that efficiency and green-tech is replacing 

performance and handling in the hearts and minds of car buyers and 

car lovers? ’It’s not so much about the larger environmental impact, not 

so much about driving pleasure, but convenience,’ says Patankar. ‘And 

we’re already seeing that to a certain extent. A lot of younger buyers 

say the priorities for them when they’re buying a new product are very 

different to what priorities used to be, or continue to be for older buyers. 

Performance attributes are taking a bit of a back seat, and what is front 

and centre already perhaps are things like connectivity and gadgets.’

Oli Nash
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Emission impossible?
The drive to meet air quality standards

As has

often been the case, lavish 

supercars dominated driving discussion 

at the 85th Geneva motor show. Amongst a host 

of exclusives, Audi debuted the highly-anticipated, second-

generation R8 with two V10 engines, Aston Martin unveiled the 800bhp 

7.0-litre V12 Vulcan, whilst the Porsche 911 GT3 and Cayman GT4 also made 

their way to the stands. That’s not to mention the supercar-concepts such as 

the Bentley EXP 10 Speed 6 and the usual appearances from the likes of Ferrari 

and McLaren. 

Not to be outshone by the supermodels, Ford’s all-new, third-generation Focus 

RS stepped out onto the catwalk, shining the light on hot hatches. The 2.3-litre, 

320PS RS was also joined by the likes of the boy racer Honda Civic Type-R, 

which claims to be the fastest front-wheel-drive hot hatchback of all time. 

Meanwhile the Nissan Sway, the car expected to influence the next generation 

of the Micra supermini, also swooped onto the scene. 

Fast, furious 

and… fuel efficient?

So, the souped-up engines stole the show. 

No surprise, right? However the radical changes that 

governments are making in order to tackle emissions and eradicate 

pollution raise the question of whether the 800+bhp engines showcased 

at auto shows such as Geneva are falling in line with what is going to be 

expected of this generation’s drivers. 

Aside from Audi and Volkswagen, data shows that it was the niche 

brands - Koenigsegg, Aston Martin, Rinspeed, NanoFlowcell and 

ItalDesign - that pushed e-mobility in Geneva this year. In the meantime, 

in the last four weeks in Britain, politicians have begun promising 

penalties for all diesel car owners, and from September, all new petrol 

and diesel cars must be compliant with Euro 6 emission standards. The 

Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders purports that confusion 

over diesel technology could lead to buyers shunning the latest clean 

diesel cars, undermining the UK’s efforts to meet stringent air quality 

targets. In a bid to tackle this, the SMMT has launched a campaign to 

raise awareness of clean diesel technology.

What’s more, the French government has revealed a pollution control 

law which only allows half of the cars in the greater Paris area to drive 

at one time in order to maintain low pollution levels. So, with penalties, 

restrictions and laws imposed on drivers, efficiency remains a much 

debated topic. Interestingly, following the 2012 hype, pure electric 

vehicles have lost momentum in the media, with attention honing in 

on ‘reality’ vehicles such as the BMW i3 and the Tesla Model S. With 

ongoing infrastructure concerns over charging stations, plug-in hybrids 

are seen as the most promising electric powertrain. 

In order to truly drive down pollution and up efficiency, what comes 

first? The chicken or the egg? The infrastructure or the EVs? The good 

news is that the Plug-in Car Grant is now guaranteed until 2017, and 

analysts predict that the next few years will be exciting ones for electric 

cars.

In the meantime, we’re looking forward to finding out which model 

will be hailed as World Green Car of the Year 2015 at the New York 

International Auto Show. 

Amy Parry
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The Road to World Car ends at the New York International Auto Show on 
Thursday April 2, 2015


